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A BRITISH BASEBALL FARZINE

LINEDRIVE ! AMERICAN STYLE

For a modest publication, Linedrive ! is much travelled, with copies
posted to Japan, Australia, Spain, Sweden and numerous towns and
cities In America, particularly Boston and its enviraoms.

1 was pleasantly surprised to receive a package from one of my
correspondants from Rhode Island, an ex Croydon Blue Jay returned
to his home. It appears that due to a Dbig response to
advertisements for players, the Rhade Island Senior League decided
to expand from 10 to 12 teams, and so the Cranston Knighis were
formed. As they were unable to gain direct sponsorship for the
team, my friend, Dave Slater, has decided to produce the Rhode
Island Senior League ‘Baseball ¥eekly', imspired, so he says, by
Linedrive !

Having access through his work to some very hi-tech computer
equipment, the resulting publication can carry illustrations, and
mere importantly from the revenue point of view, advertising, and
it is through that, that the Cranston Xnights gain indirect
sponsorship. Sadly the Knights are suffering the fate reserved for
most expansion sides, and are currently 0-3, but if the baseball
matches the professionalism of the publication, they'll soon turn
that around.

ANYRODY HOKE 7

Apclogies to any Linedrive ! regulars expecting toc see London
VYarriors at home to Croydon Blue Jays on May 30th. Blue Jays
diamond share with Croydon Pirates, the Pirates having first call
in its use, and so to make life easler, a fixture swap was
negotiated with the Warriors, changing the May fixture to Warriors
away, and the August 15th fixture to Varriors home. Sadly this all
took place after Lipadrive ! 3 was issued, and undoubtedly left
many of you staring in bewilderment at an empty diamond. Hopefully
this didn't put you tn a great deal of inconvenlence, and that the
knowledge that Blue Jays @ Warriors is now scheduled for August
15th, will now act as some kind of consolation.
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Surprised and delighted is the only way to phrase it, V¥hilst
drifting aimlessly through my nine~to-five employ, I was astonished
to receive a call from an officer of the BBF (British Baseball
Federation), who bhad encountered the BBF version of ILinedrive !
and on the strength of my willingness to produce a magazine on the
game, asked me if I would be interested in the current vacancy for
a press officer for the BEF.

Purely from a fans point of view, a highly interesting proposition,
especially as it offered the opportunity to have a foot im both
camps (HLB & BEF). However, I also had immediate vislons of me
becoming the rope in a tug-of-war, should the relations between
these two parties sour. Not only would I be the rope, but ore of my
main functions would be to shout 'pull' to both teams in this
contest, so I declined, Still, nice to feel wanted, isn't it ?

REPQRTS & SCORES
National League Senjor Division Sunday 23rd May

F1I213141016171819) RI_HIE)
London ¥Warriors 1010831312101 Q121311211314]
Birmingham Brewars|310(12(00010tQf110] 61 7i4)

Ouch ! A definite Warripr wobble at the start of this game, with
London starter, Alan Smith, off the mound after 2.333 innings,
pondering just why, on this day, it wasn't coming together,

A Cody Cain 2 run homer in the third made things a little mare
respectable, but RBI's for Brewers' Underwood and Shears kept
Birmingham 2 ahead. Then in inning four the Brewers plicher, Martin
Dutton, lest control, with both Harry Atwood and Cody Cain scoring
on passed balls.

Top of the fifth saw Warriors second two run homer of ’ché day,
sweetly struck by Alan Bloomfield, and with Dutton's composure
regained, and Cody Cain pitching strongly for Warriors, the scoring
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settled until the top of the ninth, wher Brad Thompsor, Dean Vard
and Alan Bloomfield hit the final three London runs.

Definitely a day for London to display their versatility, with four
players each playing three different pesitions, and only Dean Vard
playing the one position (3B> for the entire game.

Natiopal League Senior Division Sunday 30th May

1112131415165 7181 Rl
London Warriors 13131€131110K411113]
Croydon Blue JaysiQl0l0IQI0{31C¢I01 3}

The Blue Jays play on the site of the old Croydon Airport, and it
is a sight that still retains a fairly open character. As the wind
blasted its way across the dilamond, those Warrior players not
engaged on the field took to sheltering close to thelr travelling
support, who in their little cluster of chairs, acted as a small
windbreak.

- 8till, despite the conditions, it was nice to see Vincente Martinez
start a game, pitching well in his four inning spell. Highlight of
this part of the game came in the bottom of the third, Vince
throwing a delightful pick off to first, the rummner too surprised
to react in time.

Not really a day for big hits, the prevailing wind curling them
foul, or lifting them to become outfield fly balls, so most scoring
was done by linedrives low through the irnfield, withk Cody Cainp,
Julian Dodwell, Alan Smith and Darrin Vard faring best.

Croydon staged a mini revival in the sixth, only for Kevia D'Armour
- to hit intoc a double play, nicely turmed from second base by Harry
Atwood %o Alen Smith <{first base). However, a Julian Dodwell £fly
ball to centrefield in the eighth was encugh to see Harry Atwood

home, and with no reply coming from Blue Jays, the slaughter rule
was invoked.
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¥k 5 23/5/93
fenior Division London Warriors 12 Birmingham Brewers B8,
Cambridge Knights 5 Essex Eagles 4, Croydon.Blue Jays 7 Enfield
Spartans €, Bury Saints 11, Waltham Forest Angels 3.
Rookie Division London Stormers 18, Tonbridge Bobcats 2 (7
innings)

Wk 6 30/5/93
Senior Division London Warriors 18 Croydon Blue Jays 3,
Enfield Spartans 13 Cambridge Knights 5, Essex Bagles 24 Waltham
Forest Angels ©. Birmingham Brewers @ Bury Saints - postponed.
Bookie Division London Stormers 26 Basildon Mariners 14,
Cambridge Monarchs @ Tonbridge Bobcats — result unknown.

STANDINGS

Senlor Division Rookie Division

¥ L Pcent GB ¥ L Pcent GB
London Warriors 6 0 1.000 London Stormers 4 0 1,000
Enfield Spartans 4 1 .800 1% Tonbridge Bobcats 1 2 ,333 2%
Essex Eagles 3 2 .600 2% Cambridge Monarchs 0 2,000 3
Cambridge Knights 3 3 .,500 3 Basildan Mariners 0 1 .000 34
Croydon Blue Jays 3 38 .500 3 Lakenheath High - replace Bury
Bury Saints 23 .400 3%
Birmingham Brewers 0 4 .000 5
Vaitham Fst Angels 0 5 .000 5%

NATIQNAL LEAGUE FIXTURES 6/6/93
Senior Divisicn HBockle Division
Essex Eagles @ Birmingham Brewers Cambridge @ Basildon
Cambridge Knights @ Croydon Blue Jays Tonbridge @ Lakenheath
Bury Saints @ Enfleld Spartans
Waltham Fst Angels @ London VWarriors
Senlor Division Rookie Division 13/6/93
Croydon Blue Jays @ Bury Saints Cambridge @ London

London Warriors ¢ Cambridge Knights Lakenheath @ Tonbridge
Enfield Spartans € Essex Eagles

Birmingham Brewers @ Walthem Fst Angels
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