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Who's umpirin, today?
Old Balfour.
Whais thi~ awarcl he's ~ot:?
Most vulnerable umpi,...

LINEDRI

BASEBALL
Vol. II

ANEW UNDERSTANDING OF BASEBALL- 5
/11 baseball you. don',. know nothin'-Vot' Berra,

Cassell's dictionary dehne-$ r'apport as sympathetic relation
ship.. ai,eement. harmony. Soyou see that when wetalk .
of the rapport between player and umpire the worJ is well
c.hos&n. A casual spec:tator mi ght feal that the game tht
pl~'Yer$ are pI ayin~ has Iiu.le to do w"th the game the
umpires are umpiring. but e~perience win show the cur
renl ot gooJwi II and unde.rstanding that runS thro\J(h the
proceedings. P'ayers anJ umpires are always more than
wi IIlni to correct ,one another's IT\ i.apprehensions. and
to g,,,e valuable adv',ce as to how to develop their re
spec.tive skills. If anything, the umpire's rore ~$ the more
testin~, ~e.cause e)(treme tact is required to ~",olc:l Qg"end
ing one side while pleasin~ the o!her, whereas the player
has only the umpire to please, and the other side e.:an ~o
to bla~es. We should like to relate two events thai: took
place recently in 8rltaln. examples of the umpire's kindly
consideration fOf' the players. In the +-r,i e.~se. a player
threw a ball, which he didn't like, into the middle of a
nearby wood, whereupon the ump·lre. immediately sens
ini the player's remorse, gave him the res! of the 3fter
noon off, so thai he, the player. ~',ght avoid the possible
jibes of f.n$ and opponents. On the second occasion, the
umpire called time in order to read the rule book.2nd while
most of t.he players awaitaJ patiently the $age~ jud~rnent,.
One player joined the umpire in d,seu,sing the rules. He was

fJ,-en the afternoon olf 'n order to fu rthe.. his studies.
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LOIDON WARRIORS

IATlO14L LEAGUE

TEAl ROSTER 1993

IwIle. Usual Fielding Position Uniform Iymber

Harry Atwood Second Base/Shortstop 12

Alan Bloomfield Catcher/Second Base 4

Justin Brown Shortstop/Pitcher 20

Cody Cain Leftfield/Pitcher 19

Julian Dodwell Centrefield 17

Oliver Heidecker Third Base/Second Base 14

Vincente Martinez Pitcher 16 ·.
Steve Xarzo Rightfield 13

Kevin Kurphy Rightfield/Centrefield 18

Alan Smith Pitcher/Rightfield 8

Stanley Smulders Rightfield/Leftfield 15
• I

Brad Thompson Catcher 6

Darrin Ward First Base 7 .,

Dean Ward Third Base 5 ·

LOIDOJ WARRIORS IATIONAL LEAGUE SCHEDULE 1993

Sun 25th April HOKE TO CAXBRIDGB KIIGHTS

Sun 2nd May away to Waltham Forest Angels

Sun 9th Kay HOXE TO BURY SAIITS

Sun 16th Kay HOlE TO ESSBX EAGLES

Sun 23rd Kay away to Birmingham Brewers

Sun 30th Kay away to Croydon Blue Jays

Sun 6th June HOKE TO WALTHAX FOREST ANGELS

Sun 13th June away to Cambridge Knights

Sun 20th June away to Enfield Spartans

Sun 4th July away to Bury Saints

Sun 11th July HOXR TO CROYDO:N BLUE JAYS

Sun 18th July away to Enfield Spartans

Sun 25th July away to Birmingham Brewers

Sun 1st August HOllE to CAXBR!DGE KJIGHTS

Sun 8th August away to Waltham Forest Angels

Sun 15th August HOlE TO CROYDON BLUE JAYS

Sun 22nd August HOXR TO BIRXIIGHAX BREYERS

Sun 29th August HOlE TO ENFIELD SPARTAIS

SUD 5th September away to Bury Saints

Sun 12th September HOllE TO ESSEX EAGLES

Sun 19th September away to Essex Eagles

Sat 25th September Championship Playoff Game 1

SUD 26th September Championship Playoff Games 2 & 3

All nine inning Kames. All start 3:00 pm.

W 7-0

W13-1

W 8-1

W 6-0

W 12-6

W 13-3



FQr a mQdest publicatiQn, Linedrive ! is much travelled, with cQpies
pQsted tQ Japan, Australia, Spain, Sweden and numerQUS tQwns and
cities in America, particularly BQstQn and its envirQns.

A BRITISH BASEBALL FANZINE

LINEDRIVE ! AMERICAN STYLE

LINEDRIVE ! VOL II ISSUE 4""l
---------------------------------------------------------------- {

NATIONAL LEAGUE RESULTS ' i
Wk 5 23/5/93

SeniQr DivisiQn LQndQn WarriQrs 12 Birmingham Brewers 6,
Cambridge Knights 5 Essex Eagles 4, CrQydQn, Blue Jays 7 Enfield
Spartans 6, Bury Saints II, Waltham FQrest Angels 3.
RQQkie DivisiQn LQndQn StQrmers 18, TQnbridge BQbcats 2 (7
innings)

LINEDRIVE ! VOL II ISSUE 4-

Having access thrQugh his wQrk tQ SQme very hi-tech cQmputer
equipment, the reSUlting publicatiQn can carry illustratiQns, and
mQre impQrtantly frQm the revenue, pQint Qf view, advertising, and
it is thrQugh that, that the CranstQn Knights gain indirect
spQnsQrship. Sadly the Knights are SUffering the fate reserved fQr
mQst expansiQn sides, and are currently 0-3, but if the baseball
matches the prQfessiQnalism Qf the publicatiQn, they'll SQQn turn
that arQund.

I was pleasantly surprised tQ receive a package frQm Qne Qf my
cQrrespQndants frQm RhQde Island, an ex CrQydQn Blue Jay returned
tQ his hQme. It appears that due tQ a big respQnse tQ
advertisements fQr players, the RhQde Island SeniQr League decided
tQ expand frQm 10 tQ 12 teams, and SQ the CranstQn Knights were
fQrmed. As they were unable tQ gain direct spQnsQrship fQr the
team, my friend, Dave Slater, has decided tQ prQduce the RhQde
Island SeniQr League 'Baseball ft'eelrly', inspired, SQ he says, by
Linedrive !W L Pcent GB

LQndQn StQrmers 401.000
TQnbridge BQbcats 1 2 .333 2\2
Cambridge MQnarchs 0 2 .000 3
BasildQn Mariners 0 1 .000 3\2
Lakenheath High - replace Bury

STANDINGS
RQQkie DivisiQn

Pcent GB
1. 000

.800 1\2

.600 2\2

.500 3

.500 3

.400 3\2

.000 5

.000 5\2

WL
6 0
4 1
3 2
3 3
3 3
2 3
o 4
o 5

Wk 6 30/5/93
LQndQn WarriQrs 13 CrQydQn Blue Jays 3,

13 Cambridge Knights 5, Essex Eagles 24 Waltham
Birmingham Brewers @ Bury Saints - pQstpQned.

LQndQn StQrmers 26 BasildQn Mariners 14,
TQnbridge BQbcats - result unknQwn.

SeniQr DivisiQn
Enfield Spartans
FQrest Angels 9.
RQQkie DivisiQn
Cambridge MQnarchs @

SeniQr Diyision

LQndQn WarriQrs
Enfield Spartans
Essex Eagles
Cambridge Knights
CrQydon Blue Jays
Bury Saints
Birmingham Brewers
Waltham Fst Angels

LINEDRIVE ! edited by Phil Ross, Flat 2 Thanescroft, Selborne Road,
Croydon, CRO 5JQ. Tel 081 681 2222 ex 25829 or 081 688 2966.

FIXTURESNATI ONAL LEAGUE

Birmingham Brewers
CrQydon Blue Jays
Enfield Spartans
LQndQn WarriQrs

ANYBODY HOME?

ApQIQgies tQ any Linedrive ! regulars expecting tQ see LQndQn
WarriQrs at hQme tQ CrQydQn Blue Jays Qn May 30th. Blue Jays
diamQnd share with CrQydQn Pirates, the Pirates haVing first call
in its use, and SQ tQ make life easier, a fixture swap was
negQtiated with the WarriQrs, changing the May fixture tQ WarriQrs
away, and the August 15th fixture tQ WarriQrs home. Sadly this all
tQQk place after Linedrive ! 3 was issued, and undQubtedly left
many Qf YQU staring in bewilderment at an empty diamQnd. HQpefully
this didn't put YQU tQ a great deal of incQnvenience, and that the
knQwledge that Blue Jays @ WarriQrs is nQW scheduled fQr August
15th, will nQW act as SQme kind Qf consQlatiQn.

6/6/93

RQQkie DivisiQn 13/6/93
Cambridge @ LQndon
Lakenheath @ TQnbridge

RQokie DivisiQn
Cambridge @ BasildQn
TQnbridge @ Lakenheath

SeniQr DivisiQn
Essex Eagles @

Cambridge Knights @
Bury Saints @

Waltham Fst Angels @
SeniQr DivisiQn
CrQydQn Blue Jays @ Bury Saints
LQndQn WarriQrs @ Cambridge Knights
Enfield Spartans @ Essex Eagles
Birmingham Brewers @ Waltham Fst Angels

- 4 -
- 1 -



EDITORIAL EGO TRIP
------------------------------------------------------ --~------- I'i

----------------------------------------------------------------
settled until the top of the ninth, when Brad Thompson, 'Dean Ward
and Alan Bloomfield hit the final three London runs.

VOL II ISSUE 4LINEDRIVE !VOL II ISSUE 4 ,~LINEDRIVE !

Definitely a day for London to display their versatility, with four
players each playing three different positions, and only Dean Ward
playing the one position (3B) for the entire game.

Surprised and delighted is the only way to phrase it. Whilst
drifting aimlessly through my nine-to-five employ, I was astonished
to receive a call from an officer of the BBF (British Baseball
Federation), who had encountered the BBF version of Linedrive !,
and on the strength of my willingness to produce a magazine on the
game, asked me if I would be interested in the current vacancy for
a press officer for the BBF.

National League Senior Division

11121314151617181 Rl

Sunday 30th May

Purely from a fans point of view, a highly interesting proposition,
especially as it offered the opportunity to have a foot in both
camps (IlLB & BBF). However, I also had immediate visions of me
becoming the rope in a tug-of-war, should the relations between
these two parties sour. Not only would I be the rope, but one of my
main functions would be to shout 'pull' to both teams in this
contest, so I declined. Still, nice to feel wanted, isn't it ?

REPORTS & SCORES

London Warriors 13111013111014111131
Croydon Blue Jaysi0101010101310101 31

The Blue Jays play on the site of the old Croydon Airport, and it
is a sight that still retains a fairly open character. As the wind
blasted its way across the diamond, those Warrior players not
engaged on the field took to sheltering close to their travelling
support, who in their little cluster of chairs, acted as a small
windbreak.

National League Senior Diyision

1112131415161718191 RI HIEI
London Warriors 101013131210101113112111141
Birmingham Brewersl310121010101011101 61 7141

Sunday 23rd May .. Still, despite the conditions, it was nice to see Vincente Martinez
start a game, pitching well in his four inning spell. Highlight of
this part of the game came in the bottom of the third, Vince
throwing a delightful pick off to first, the runner too surprised
to react in time.

Ouch ! A definite Warrior wobble at the start of this game, with
London starter, Alan Smith, off the mound after 2.333 innings,
pondering just why, on this day, it wasn't coming together.

A Cody Cain 2 run homer in the third made things a little more
respectable, but RBI's for Brewers' Underwood and Shears kept
Birmingham 2 ahead. Then in inning four the Brewers pitcher, Martin
Dutton, lost control, with both Harry Atwood and Cody Cain scoring
on passed balls.

Top of the fifth saw Warriors second two run homer of the day,
sweetly struck by Alan Bloomfield, and with Dutton's composure
regained, and Cody Cain pitching strongly for Warriors, the scoring

Not really a day for big hits, the prevailing wind curling them
foul, or lifting them to become outfield fly balls, so most scoring
was done by linedrives low through the infield, with Cody Cain,
Julian Dodwell, Alan Smith and Darrin Ward faring best.

Croydon staged a mini revival in the sixth, only for Kevin D'Armour
to hit into a double play, nicely turned from second base by Harry
Atwood to Alan Smith (first base). However, a Julian Dodwell fly
ball to centrefield in the eighth was enough to see Harry Atwood
home, and with no reply coming from Blue Jays, the slaughter rule
was invoked.

- 3 -
- 2 --
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ANYBODY HOME?

ApQIQgies tQ any Linedrive ! regulars expecting tQ see LQndQn
WarriQrs at hQme tQ CrQydQn Blue Jays Qn May 30th. Blue Jays
diamQnd share with CrQydQn Pirates, the Pirates haVing first call
in its use, and SQ tQ make life easier, a fixture swap was
negQtiated with the WarriQrs, changing the May fixture tQ WarriQrs
away, and the August 15th fixture tQ WarriQrs home. Sadly this all
tQQk place after Linedrive ! 3 was issued, and undQubtedly left
many Qf YQU staring in bewilderment at an empty diamQnd. HQpefully
this didn't put YQU tQ a great deal of incQnvenience, and that the
knQwledge that Blue Jays @ WarriQrs is nQW scheduled fQr August
15th, will nQW act as SQme kind Qf consQlatiQn.
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